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WARNING:  Bogus Phone Calls on Jury Service May Lead to Fraud

While there have not yet been any reported incidents in the federal court district covering
Buffalo and Rochester,  juror scams have been recently been reported in other federal districts
throughout the country, where victims are falsely being told by the scammers that they missed
federal jury duty and must pay a fine or face arrest. 

In one scam in New Mexico, callers posing as court employees demanded payment of a
$400 fine, even though victims never received a jury summons.  Victims were then advised to
purchase a prepaid credit card, call a designated phone number, and read off the card number. 

“Federal courts do not require anyone to provide any sensitive information in a telephone
call,” according to Michael J. Roemer Clerk of the District Court in the Western New York.  “Most
contact between our court and a prospective juror will be through the U.S. Mail, and any phone
contact by real court officials will never include requests for social security numbers, credit card
numbers, or any other sensitive information.”

“Jury duty is a vital civic responsibility and should be taken seriously by all citizens,” said
Chief Judge William M. Skretny.  “It is a crime for anyone to falsely represent himself or herself
as a federal court official.  Such offenses are taken very seriously,” Skretny noted.
 

Any person receiving such a telephone call should not provide the requested information,
and should immediately notify the Clerk’s Office of the United States District Court at
716.551.1721 (Buffalo) or 525.613.4017 (Rochester).


